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PLANNING REFORM

The Government is
introducing major planning
reforms across England aimed
at speeding up development
and standardising decisions.
Taking effect on 31st October
2026, these changes shift
power towards officer
delegation and redefine local
authority roles district-wide.

To outline these changes, training
sessions will be held at East Pallant
House at 2pm on Wednesday 14th
October or Thursday 15th October.

Key Changes

Mandatory Officer Decisions
(Schedule 1): Minor residential,
commercial, householder, and reserved
matters applications must be decided
by officers, removing committee
discretion.

Officer-Led by Default (Schedule
2): Committee referrals become the
exception, reserved only for major
economic, social, or environmental
proposals.

End of the "Red Card": Councillors
will no longer have the automatic ability
to call contentious applications to
committee, though alternative reporting
channels are being developed.
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Amendments to the Council’s

Constitution will be considered in Sussex Yfeor.nanry
September. Further information packs Association

for parish councils will follow. Remembrance
This latest notice from CDC is another S d S .
attempt by the Government to unaay service
undermine our planning process under

the guise of "speeding up development." Sunday 8th November
They fail to realise housing isn’t being 10.45am

built because houses aren’t selling amid Sussex Yeomanry
Jinancial uncertainty, high inflation, and Memorial at Charlton
steep mortgage rates. These reforms

won't fix that - they will simply erode All are most welcome to attend

democratic rights to comment on local
applications. Crucially, we are being
asked to help formulate a new Local
Plan to 2045 before 25th September, yet
we won't even know what geographic
area the Plan covers until the MHCLG
announces West Sussex reorganisations
in late October. Remember, our current
Chichester District Local Plan was only
implemented in 2025 to run through
2039. Cllr. Henry Potter, CDC Ward
Member for Goodwood

For full details on the new national
delegation rules, visit gov.uk and
search for 'National Scheme of
Delegation for Planning'. To view
Chichester District Council’s
updated Constitution and meeting
agendas regarding these changes,
visit chichester.gov.uk

Mark Astley, MMNAEA
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JACKSON-STOPS
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vour free, no obligation
market - app 1l contact Mark Astley
on

chichesteri@jackson-stops.co.uk

jackson-stops.co.uk



The Home Buying Experts for
West Sussex and Hampshire

a Property
Acquisitions

THE FOX GOES FREE
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CLAY SHOOTS ARE BACK!
Great news, we have secured our clay shoot dates for
2026/2027

17th October, 14th November, 12th December
16th January, 13th February, 2o0th March & 17th April

Join us for a great day out, tickets can be purchased for
birthday or Christmas presents. Full details on our events

page.

Keep an eye out for what’s “Coming soon”

Follow us on social media or check out our website for
upcoming events...

www.thefoxgoesfree.com
01243 811461

Down on Red Bucket
Farm is Back on the Air!

Ilearned at very short notice that my favourite radio station
Angel Radio based in Havant, :
which only plays the good oldies
have decided to rerun my book,
narrated by yours truly. It was too
late to get this into the last issue,
but by the time you read this, there
will still be about 12 of the 18
chapters still to go. So please tune
in to Angel every Monday morning
at 10.20 for a bit of fun. Francis
the Poet!

LM Mebicar

MNon-members welcome
Full range of GP care & tests
Care in lalson with your NHS GI*

Face o fuce appointments within 24 hours

Private GP

Chichester # Haslemere * Mobile

www lislemedical.com

contact@hislemedical.com
01730 202345




GOODWOOD
mml FARM SHOP |aumm

FARMING ORGANIC
PRODUCE FOR 300 YEARS

Goodwood is one of the few estates to have its farm shop located on its
very own farm. This aligns with our values of lessening environmental
impact, reducing food waste, and offering our customers sustainable
and organic choices. Striving to make your shopping experience not
only delicious and local, in the true sense, but also better for the planet.

Goodwood Farm Shop, Home Farm, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0QF

Monday 1o Friday, %am to 5pm Saturday, %am o 3pm Sunday, 18am w 3pm
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Preserving endangered

DOWNLAND heritage crafts!

LIVING MUSEUM

MADE BY HAND

HERITAGE CRAFTS & SKILLS

26-27 SEPTEMBER
BOOK NOW: wealddown.co.uk

Did you know that many made by hand heritage crafts and |
traditional skills are at risk of being lost forever?

Join us for a fascinating weekend exploring heritage crafts from past to present, and discover how these vital skills can be
preserved for future generations. Throughout the weekend, visitors can enjoy live demonstrations of rural crafts and skills
traditionally practised at the Museum, alongside special guest makers from the Heritage Craft Association. These expert
craftspeople will showcase techniques from the Red List of Historic Endangered Crafts, highlighting why they matter and how
they can be safeguarded. This immersive event offers a rare opportunity to see endangered crafts brought to life, meet skilled
practitioners and learn how heritage skills connect our past, present and future.

Dinky Dragon’s Toddler Club

Our Dinky Dragon’s Toddler Club is calling all curious explorers aged 2-4 years
old, bring your adult for a rip roaring adventure at the Weald & Downland
Living Museum.

Knucker, our resident dragon puppet will take you on a journey of discovery
exploring a different theme inspired by the Museum each session. Expect stories,
songs, ‘make and take’ crafts and plenty of hands-on, free range fun in the great
outdoors! The toddler club will run on selected Friday mornings, 10.30am to 5=
12noon, during West Sussex term times (25th September - 11th December 2026).
Each session has a different theme for the children to enjoy. Book at
wealddown.co.uk/events/dinky-dragons
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SouthDowns
GARDENS

Garden Design,

Construction & Maintenance
For a professional, reliable and experienced service
please call Lance on 07799695603 or 01243 624525 01730 642 274
Residential, Commercial and Agricultural hello@southdownsgardens.couk
Locally based Wmmmm




Singleton Fete 2026
A Wonderful
Celebration of
Community Spirit

Singleton Fete 2026 had a lovely hot and sunny
afternoon, providing the perfect setting for
another memorable village celebration. The fete
was opened at 1pm sharp by Ann Pollock, who
had previously helped organise the event
alongside her late husband, Maurice. It was
particularly special to welcome Ann to officially
open the fete and continue a much-loved Singleton tradition.

Once again, the fete showcased the wonderful community spirit that makes Singleton such a special place. The organising
committee of Alex Charman, Pete Williams, Sarah Barnes, Gay Godfrey, Andy & Andrea Clarke and Barry and Julie
Shrimpton worked hard to bring everything together, with plenty of support from local volunteers and helpers.

All the usual favourite stalls were there, including Bric-a-Brac, Jewellery, Books, Plants, Tombola, Raffle, Silent Auction and
Vintage. Face painting proved popular with the children, while there was plenty to keep younger visitors entertained
throughout the afternoon. Traditional children’s games
included the sack race, egg and spoon race and three-
legged race, alongside pony rides and a bouncy slide. Also
arecord 10 commercial stalls were invited to attend, local
honey, beautiful crochet animals & homemade Candles,
basket weaving, stationery & gifts metal work and wood
craft to name but a few as well as charity stalls including
the wonderful Brent Lodge Wildlife Hospital, West
Sussex Rivers Trust and SHADH (Safe Haven for
Donkeys in the Holy Land).

There was certainly no shortage of refreshments either.
Visitors could enjoy the licensed bar, a delicious BBQ
and, of course, the ever-popular cream teas - the perfect
accompaniment to a summer fete! The dog show was
another great success and attracted plenty of enthusiastic
participants and spectators. This year saw the
introduction of a new race, the “Dastardly & Muttley
Dash”, which caused lots of excitement and laughter.
Judges Lizzy Jasper and Spencer Macey had some tough
decisions to make! The competition was fierce, but
eventually, Best in Show was awarded to a beautiful Jack Russell cross called Coco owned by Kayleigh with second place
awarded to a Cocker Spaniel called Rafi owned by Ellie.

This year we raised a lot of money from sponsorship. Local firms along with companies supplying good and services to our
area were very generous. This allowed us to pay for things like the Pony Rides, inflatable slide, programmes and more,
meaning funds generated on the day went straight to the fete. Our main sponsor was Inert Recycling who regularly have large
trucks travelling through our villages. They were keen to acknowledge the inconvenience this may cause and engage with the
community.

Most importantly, the fete once again demonstrated what can
be achieved when a community comes together. The total
funds raised, currently stands at an impressive £8,340. We
are still awaiting further, promised sponsorship money, so
hopefully the final total will increase even further. Keep an
eye on singletonfete.co.uk for updated totals and more
pictures of the event. All monies raised this year will be
divided equally between Singleton Church and Singleton
Village Hall, helping to support two important and much-
valued assets of our village community.

A huge thank you must go to all the wonderful stallholders,
helpers, volunteers, organisers and everyone who supported
the fete in any way. Your hard work, generosity and
enthusiasm are what make the event such a success year after i'r"r'ﬂ
year. We simply couldn’t do it without you! Here’s to another
fantastic Singleton Fete — and to the continued community -
spirit that makes it such a special occasion.




JOLLIPOP

Brighitan | Crawkey | Chichester | Southampton

° e SUNDAY CARVERY

Everything your business needs at The Griffin
to stand out.

- M'“m::’::ﬂﬂﬂf*: b"“:h”"’-';’gn Try our fabulous Sunday Lunch menu
« Posters, PVC banners & outdoor signage
B p A R A vitls & W QRSRHIES created from seasonal local produce.
« Hoarding boards, site signoge & plan printing
Large-format prints & exhibition displays

lnllipaperint.co sk | chichester@iorint couk | 01245 702299
5 Phoenix Businees Centre, Bpur Rood, Quormy Lone,

......

THE MARTIMN SIWELL ,Efll.!
BUILDIMNG COMPAMY L

I
Your vision, ABOUT US
our expertise.
Building your dream
home, together

U1
T

An Award Winning,

Chartered Building Company

WHY CHOOSE US?

Experisnced In dalivering & wide range of high
guality building projects, from bespoks new
bullds te the sansitive ranovation of listed
bulldinge or extensions and rafurbishmenta for
private & commarclal premises

CONTACT

01243 542 054
www, msbic.Ul.com
admin@msbo,uk.com




Thanks Very Much Microsoft!

I've been editing The Valley Diary
now since 1764 and have always
been able to use Microsoft's
excellent Publisher software (as a
part of 365 these days).

As of 26th October 2026, they are
pulling the rug out from under our
feet. I have been working for months-
on-end to find a solution but I'm afraid
that 63-year-old Mr Tinybrain is now
being taxed to the limit! I don't think
that I'm thick, but the software that
I've landed on to continue with the
good work is Affinity (formerly Affinity
Publisher). And in all my years of
computing, I have never had to tackle
such a steep learning curve! But I have!

You see, MSPublisher was designed to
be simple for bods like me and local
volunteer groups and the like creating
little newsletters and flyers. Affinity is
knee-deep in tools I don't need, but are
set up much more for professionals.
And people who have been on a course
to learn how to use! I've been through
all sorts of other options, Microsoft
reckon that Word or PowerPoint has
all you need to carry on without it - but
I promise you that it doesn't! Nor does
Scribus, or LibreOffice Draw or the 101
other options I've looked at and tried.
There's Adobe InDesign, which costs a
fortune and then the learning curve is
even steeper! Buying an old copy of
Publisher on a disk is another route,
but that has pitfalls too.

Anyway, the reason I'm telling you all
this, dear reader, is that this is the first
month I've tried to use Affinity. What
you're looking at is created from that.
Even though I have worked closely
with the nice folk at Lollipop Print to
try and get it right, and endless late
nights with Gemini, you might find
imperfections as I move forward. Let
me know what you think or if you find
anything screwy! Ted the Ed.

editor@valleydiary.org

Jackson-Stops Reports
that the Valley Property
Market is Robust

Jackson-Stops in Chichester is
celebrating another clutch of
exchanges, introducing lots of
new neighbours into the Valley
so far this year.

Andrew Richardson (Director) said i :
“having served the West Dean across to Upwaltham property market for just over
30 years it is fair to say that I have seen several property market squeezes, and
this year continues to be challenging to say the least. There is, however, a bright
spark in the market that is the Valley area. We have completed on an excellent
number of properties this year, with another handful coming through the
pipeline”.

With the autumn market fast approaching now is definitely the time to be looking
at launching a property to the market. With the obvious attractions of the area it
remains one of the most popular in West Sussex. Good freehouse pubs, the South
Downs National Park and the Goodwood Estate, along with great schools all
contribute. There is even a Padel Court at Ides Barn!

For up-to-date property marketing advice contact Andrew Richardson.
andrew.richardson@jackson-stops.co.uk
01243 786316

Click Bait
and Media >

Media headlines can sometimes give the impression that crime is rising
inexorably as newspapers and TV channels increasingly adopt an emotional
approach as they vie for the reader’s attention. We see daily examples of this and,
while some are based on actual incidents and verified crime reports, we also see
click bait myths and hysteria promoted across social media. When I meet
concerned local people, I try to separate fiction from fact to reassure them they
are relatively safe in Sussex

v| Sussex .
Police & Crime
Commissioner

JHL

Last month, the latest figures from the Crime Survey for England and Wales were
published. It may surprise some readers to hear that crime against households
and individuals has “generally decreased over the past ten years” - although fraud
has risen substantially. Last year the number of homicides decreased by 7%;
offences involving knives or sharp instruments fell by 8% as did offences involving
firearms. Perhaps most surprisingly there was a 4% reduction in shoplifting.
There was a 9% reduction in robbery of personal property offences but
improvements in recording practices for robbery of business property led to a 10%
rise. This shows that headline reported figures do not always match local
experience and reality and we have seen this for ourselves in Sussex with
previously under-reported retail crime. Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime
Commissioner

Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

\ >
LDGIC
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Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Francis Ward

Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in

Solar heating systems Gas boilers
Servicing . Cookers
N Swimming pool gas boilers
Maintenance

New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered

Mobile: 07941 039378




Latest News from St
Wilfrid’s Hospice

Firewalk - Can you handle the heat?
On Friday 16th October, you are invited to take on the challenge of walking barefoot
across a bed of hot embers Taking place at Bognor Regis Town Football Club, you'll
have to put mind over matter as you take on the Firewalk in support of St Wilfrid’s
Hospice. Get your ticket today at stwh.co.uk/firewalk

Looking for a challenge? i
St Wilfrid’s Hospice has a number of incredible challenges available for you to take
on, from marathons, trail runs, skydives and even ultra challenges such as the South
Coast Challenge! Taking on one of these challenges in support of the Hospice is a

MOLE CATCHING

“NQ MOLE, NO FEE"

WASPS / HORNETS

CONTACT ANMGUS ON
07828 134086

WWW ASCOUNTRYSIDESERVICES.COUK

' e BRITISH MOLE
i CATCHERS REGISTER
k-’ RTITETIN TRARTIIESD BRTIETLN RN L

STORES & TEA RooM

great way to push yourself while also
making a difference to local people living
with a life-limiting or terminal illness. See
all the events at www.stwh.co.uk/events

Gifts in Wills

Your kindness could mean less tax for you and more hospice care for your
community. A gift in your Will to St Wilfrid’s Hospice could reduce the amount of
tax you have to pay. A gift left to any charity, such as St Wilfrid’s Hospice, would be
taken off the value of your estate before Inheritance Tax is calculated. Plus, if 10% or
more of your estate is left to charity, your Inheritance Tax rate could also be
reduced. Your gift could help protect the future of hospice care in your local
community. It’s simple to do and we are here to help you every step of the way. You
can find out more about the
importance of gifts in Wills and how it
can help local charities like St
Wilfrid’s at stwh.co.uk/gifts-in-wills

S5t Wilfrid's Hospice

Making a differenc

e to local lives

WEST DEAN

Fresh local produce to eat in or takeaway
Order when you armive, or pre-order by phone
Local deliveries available - please contact us for more details

Bread, cakes and sandwiches

Honey and jams

MNewspapers and magazines  Greetings cands:
Logs and kindling ~ Pet foods

Hot and cold drinke  Frut and vegetables  Milk and eggs.
Househeld essentials

Card payrmertts only

Opening Times

Mon - Fri 08:00-17:00 Sat & Sun 08:00-16:00 Bank Holidays 08.00-16.00

West Dean Stores Ltd, West Dean, Chichester, POI8 0QY Tel: 01243 818222
stores@westdean.org.uk | www.westdeanstores.co.uk



Keeping Sussex Safe in the Summer

We were saddened to see the devastating wildfire in
Hampshire's New Forest last month, where hundreds of
acres of precious heathland have been damaged after a
vehicle fire spread rapidly through the dry landscape.

It is a stark reminder of just how vulnerable our countryside becomes during
periods of prolonged hot and dry weather. Sussex has beautiful heathland,
woodland and open spaces facing these risks. A thoughtlessly discarded cigarette,

disposable barbecue, campfire or even a vehicle parked on dry grass can be enough

to start a fire. Our local fire and rescue services are urging residents and visitors to
take extra care, avoid using disposable barbecues in open spaces, dispose of litter
responsibly and report any signs of fire immediately by calling 999.

The hot weather can also affect our health, particularly for older people, young
children and those with existing medical conditions. NHS Surrey and Sussex is
reminding people to stay hydrated, keep homes cool, avoid the sun during the

hottest part of the day and check in on vulnerable neighbours, friends and relatives.

A little extra caution can make a big difference. By looking after ourselves and our
environment, we can all help Sussex stay safe during this spell of very hot weather.

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

Sussex

Police Er Crime
Commissioner

It’s a Dog’s Life
A Poem by Francis

She was a stickler for hygiene,
Ever since they were wed.
Most especially when,

Bert got ready for bed.

Washing hands and face of course,
And a brisk brushing of teeth.
With attention to other places too,
Particularly sweaty feet.

Her tone could be quite scary,
If he’d not done things right.
Shouting, “You are a dirty dog!
Go sleep on the sofa tonight!”

All very understandable,

It is the name of the game.

But he never dared to ask,

He just hoped she did the same.

Then it happened! What a shock!
After he’d been working away.
Returning to find someone else,
Had moved in that same day.

He found them relaxing together,
On the lounge settee.

She was stroking his head,
Which was resting on her knee.

And did she insist he washed
Before bed? No! No! No!
Teeth, feet, slobbery chops?
To the bathroom he did not go.

Watching them cuddling up together,

Bert’s jaw hit the floor!

He then rushed out of the bedroom,

As he couldn’t take any more.

As he went he loudly hollered,

“If there really is reincarnation,
I'm coming back just like him,

A full blooded smelly Dalmatian!”

Petworth House & Park
nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth

Expressions in Blue: Monumental
Porcelain by Felicity Aylieff: Ends 27th
September. See towering sculptures by
renowned ceramicist Felicity Aylieff.
The exhibition takes place across the
whole property, including installations
throughout the house. Discover the
remarkable ‘making’ process in the
exhibition room. Free with admission,
no booking required.

Petworth Late: In Conversation:
Friday 25th September, 6.30pm -
8.30pm Explore the House and
Expressions in Blue exhibition after
hours. A highlight of the evening will be
artist Felicity Aylieff and author Kassia
St. Clair in conversation. £25 per
person. Booking advisable, either
through our website or 0344 249 1895.

Painting Courses with West Dean
College: 14th August - 28th September
Hosted across the beautiful estates of
West Dean and Petworth, this series of
courses will provide an introduction to a
variety of mediums, from oil painting to
watercolour and chalk pastels.
westdean.ac.uk to book and for more
information.

Heritage Open Days: Saturday 12th
& Sunday 13th September Visit for free
on Heritage Open Day weekend. Join a
free guided tour of the house, with other
talks, tours and family activities and
throughout the day. Our friendly
volunteers will also be running free
walks through Petworth, where you can
discover the fascinating connections
between the town and Petworth House.
Tickets and timings will be available
from Church Lodge.

(.) RIDEA TECHNOLOGY

Having trouble |ld '

with your tech? =
Ed can help!

Computer Repair, Maintenance & Lipgrade
PC Reinstallation « Equipment Saurcing
Laptop Sereen Aeplatement -« Training

Wirus Removal - Audio / ¥isual Configuranion

Home network setup B secunty (wired/wireless)

01243 216121

www.ridea.co.uk | help@ridea.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood

Cut and split to vour
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748
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Playschool &%

WWe are a small playsehoo! in a beautiful
rural locahon with access to Levin Down,

Open 8:30am - 3pm
Term Time L'Ir.!g
www.singleton-playschool ook
conde |'_'-"|; L |t s bersend: lC
contactdsinaleton-playschoo, co.uk

07519 213406




Free electric blanket testing:
Chichester

Tuesday 29 September
10am - 4.30pm
Sage House, City Fields Way,

Tangmere, Chichester
PO20 2FP

Book an appointment

““on 0345 872 9719

CHICHESTER NATURAL
HISTORY SOCIETY

Combined meeting with Chichester
RSPB Local Group

Wednesday 2nd September
Nlustrated talk by Mark Mallalieu on
‘Honey Buzzards and Hawfinches in
Sussex’ at The Pallant Suite, Masonic
Hall, South Pallant, Chichester, PO19
1SY at 7.30pm.

Entrance: members free/visitors £3:
01243 786079: wheelchair access

BRANDY HOLE COPSE

Tuesday 8 September
Pond Working Party at Brandy Hole

More than a hundred faulty electric blankets were identified
and taken out of use during West Sussex Fire & Rescue
Service’s annual testing sessions last autumn.

Defective electric blankets pose a serious fire risk. Regular testing is
recommended for blankets over two years old to ensure they are still safe to use,
while blankets over ten years old should be replaced.

Testing is taking place on Tuesday 29th September at Sage House,Fields Way,
Tangmere, Chichester PO20 2FP between 10am and 4pm by appointment only.
Residents can book an appointment to have their blanket tested by calling

03458 729719.

The session will also be attended by a range of partner agencies such as the
Prevention Assessment Team,Sussex Fraud Team, Neighbourhood Watch, and
the Citizens Advice Energy Team, who will be on hand to offer additional advice

and support.

Further advice on keeping safe and warm at home can be found at

tinyurl.com/ysrgsgqb

Copse Local Nature Reserve from 10am
until 12noon.

For further information please call
07788 140698

The MULBERRIES Event

Saturday 5 September

The Mulberries present Midnight
Dynamite at the Pagham Village Hall,
Pagham Road, Pagham PO21 4NJ at
7.30pm.

Tickets in advance £9 on 07833 971620
or 01243 306655. Bring your own food
and drink. Wheelchair access. Proceeds
to local charities.

Maria Wildman
01243 306655

thewildthings2@outlook.com

Desalination Plants and the UK

If the UK can't cope with droughts
every summer and having too much
rain in the winter without enough
reservoirs, why don't we, like, for
example, in the middle-east, have
desalination plants, turning the
billions of gallons of sea water
surrouinding us into drinkable and
irrigation-helpful water, I
wondered. So I asked Gemini.
(Usual caveats apply invloving AI!)

It sounds logical on the surface - we are
surrounded by ocean, so filtering sea water
seems like the ultimate fix for dry spells.
However, comparing the UK to the Middle
East overlooks a vast gap in energy
economics, geography and climate
realities. While the UK actually does have a
major desalination plant - the Beckton
plant built by Thames Water in East
London in 2010 - it has largely been
considered a financial nightmare. Several
key factors explain why desalination
remains a last resort in Britain.

1. Astronomical Energy Costs and
Carbon Impact - Desalination uses
reverse osmosis, forcing seawater through
ultra-fine membranes at extreme pressure.

Middle Eastern nations can power
massive desalination plants using
abundant, cheap oil and solar
energy, often running co-generation
plants that use waste heat from
power generation. In the UK,
electricity is significantly more
expensive and subject to strict
carbon-reduction targets.
Desalinating water requires 3 to 5
times more energy than treating
river or reservoir water, sending
water bills soaring.

2. The Maintenance "Mothball"
Trap - In the Gulf, desalination
plants run 24/7/365 because there is
zero fresh groundwater. In the UK,
droughts are intermittent.
Desalination plants do not handle
being switched on and off easily. The
delicate membranes degrade if left
sitting idle and pipes corrode.
London's £270m Beckton plant was
intended as a "drought-only"
backup, but because it sat unused for
years at a time, it suffered constant
mechanical failures, chemical leaks
and maintenance headaches. It
ended up costing over £500 million

10

in debt and upkeep while barely
providing a week’s worth of water
over a 15-year period.

3. Infrastructure and
Topography (Moving the
Water) - Water is extremely heavy
and expensive to pump uphill. UK
coasts are generally low-density,
while the highest demand is in
inland urban areas or elevated
regions in the South East. Pumping
millions of tonnes of desalinated
water from the coast miles inland
requires massive new pipe networks
and massive pumping stations,
creating another huge ongoing
energy cost.

4. Harsh Local Environmental
Impact - For every litre of drinking
water produced, desalination
creates a litre of concentrated,
highly toxic brine. In deep, warm
waters like the Persian Gulf, brine
can disperse relatively quickly. In
the shallower, sensitive marine

...continued on page 20



The Valley Parish

www.facebook.com/ValleyParish
Find out more about our services and events on the A church Near

Cnilaren’s
CrArchn

Harvest Celebration

27" September

1lam
Woest Dean

Join us for bible stories, songs and
games.

(oh and of course cakes and bisc Llil_i]

You website

Services and Events

6t September  10am  Holy Communion
With Choir
East Dean

13" September 10am Holy Communion
Singleton

20t September 10am Holy Communion
West Dean

27w September 10am Holy Communion
West Dean

11lam Children’s Church

West Dean

Contacts -

Parish Priest

Rev Sarah Manouch
priestvalleyparish@gmail.com / 07468 854864
{Principal working days are Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. Mot available on Thursday)

Churchwardens

John Holt - 07787 567140/
john@drokefarm.co.uk

Sarah John - 07765 887546 /
sarance@btinternet.com

PCC Treasurer
Lance John -
treasurer valleyparish@outlook.com

PCC Secretary

Susie Holmes -
pccsecretaryvalleyparish@gmail.com

As we move into September, the familiar signs of autumn begin to
appear: cooler mornings, darker evenings, leaves changing and a
return to more settled routines. But this year, autumn arrives after a
summer that has left more of a mark on our country, and our lives,
than most of us might have expecied. The effects of heatwave after
heatwave have left farmers struggling with crops and livestock,
raservoirs and rivers dangerously low, endangering the wildlife that
rely on them, and an increased risk of wildfires. There has also been a
human cost, with thousands of deaths linked to the heatwaves earlier
this year.

Perhaps this year, as we enter into autumn, there is a greater
understanding that every action of ours affects people and creation far
beyond our own villages. As we pray for rain, and give thanks when it
comes, we need to resist taking water, nature, the whole of creation,
for granted and remember that we are not the owners of cur world,
we are its caretakers and stewards for the generations who will follow
us, and we need to do all we can to hand it over in the best possible
condition we can.
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The Diary

Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we've missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.

thevallemdiary.

September 2026

Wed 2nd River Lavant Restoration
Project Drop-In: Singleton Village Hall:
ipm - 8.30pm

Tue 8th Ladies Night at The Star &
Garter at 7pm

‘Wed 9th West Dean Parish Council
Meeting

Sun 13th Plant Fairs Roadshow: West
Dean Gardens

Mon 14th Singleton Community Cafe:
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village Hall
Wed 16th Singleton and Charlton Parish
Council Meeting, 7pm, Singleton Village
Hall

Thu 18th Singleton & East Dean WI:
From Marching to Mulching!: Maggie
Haynes: East Dean Village Hall

Fri 18th - Sun 20th Goodwood's
Revival

Tue 22nd The Valley Diary Copy
Deadline: 12noon

Wed 23rd Goodwood Horseracing

Thu 24th The Baby Boomers Last Stand:
a fund raising evening at and for the
Singleton Village Hall: 6.30pm

Sat 26th & Sun 27th Made by Hand:
Weald & Downland Museum

Sun 27th June Hampton in
Conversation: East Dean School: 3pm

October

Sun 11th Goodwood Horseracing

Mon 12th Singleton Community Cafe:
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village Hall
Thu 15th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Fabulous Floristry: Alison Brown: East
Dean Village Hall

Sat 177th Clay Shoot: The Fox Goes Free,
Charlton

November

Sun 8th Sussex Yeomanry
Remembrance Service: Charlton
Memorial: 10.45am

Mon 9th Singleton Community Cafe:
10.30am - 12: Singleton Village Hall

Sat 14th Clay Shoot: The Fox Goes
Free, Charlton

Wed 18th Singleton and Charlton
Parish Council Meeting, 7pm, Singleton
Village Hall

Thu 19th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Agatha Christie: Jane Tally: Singleton
Village Hall

December 2026

Thu 10th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Christmas Party: Singleton Village Hall
Sat 12th Clay Shoot: The Fox Goes
Free, Charlton

Mon 14th Singleton Community Cafe
Xmas Special: 10.30am - 12noon:
Singleton Village Hall

January 2027

Mon 11th Singleton Community Cafe:
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village
Hall

Sat 16th Clay Shoot: The Fox Goes
Free, Charlton

Thu 21st Singleton & East Dean WI:
Dog Sledding through the Snow: Zoe
Mann: Singleton Village Hall

February 2027
Mon 8th Singleton Community Cafe:
10.30am - 12: Singleton Village Hall

Got something
to add to the
Diary?
Please let us know...

Lots more dates and
events can be found in
the Diary Online at...

thevalleydiary.org/diary
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Deadline for the...

October 2026 Edition

All information for to arrive by
12.00hrs (noon) please on...

Tuesday 22nd September
editor@valleydiary.org

Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything
you have to share with your
community should arrive as soon
as possible.

The Team

Ted Salmon, Editor, Advertising
& Accounts, editor@valleydiary.org
07903 017910

Tim Weeks, Distribution
tim@gramophoneguru.co.uk
07503 282528

The Distribution Team

Jonathan Rogers, Wendy Heather, Wendy
Westwood, Penny Buchan, Judy Fathers,
Vicky Gillespie, Gay Godfrey, Carol
Corbett, Tony Boxall, Sandra Muggeridge,
Patricia Payton, Sheila Sims, Barbara
Boxall, Valerie Tapley

The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make every
effort to ensure the accuracy of entries & adverts in The
Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based on the latest info
at the time of printing. This may change. Every effort
will be made to circulate info as soon as possible in
subsequent editions. This edition will not be reprinted
and re-circulated if any details change during its period
of validity. In no circumstances can TVD accept any
liability for loss and damage which may arise or result
from any error in or omission of any entry or advert
whether relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
business or individual within its pages and is unable to
vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of trade
association or content of web sites whose addresses
may be shown in individual entries or adverts published
anywhere within its pages. TVD advises readers to
satisfy themselves as to the type of goods or services
offered or qualifications held by the businesses or
individuals appearing in its pages. In short, we’re
grateful to advertisers for providing funds to keep The
Valley Diary going but cannot be held liable in any way
by readers if advertisers don’t live up to their claims
and we won’t get involved in any dispute between
advertisers in TVD and their customers. Lastly, we
don’t publish anonymous submissions and contributor
articles remain exclusively the views of the author. They
are not endorsed by, and don’t necessarily reflect the
views of, the volunteer editorial team at The Valley
Diary.



Useful Telephone
Numbers 0
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter 07792 857973 .
East Dean Football Club 07944 036709 FOOTPATH WARDEN Clive Jackson, 07740 308125
East Dean PC Clerk 07710 098512 HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
(E;%%t dD%a(il\glélcauggtIy{aﬂ 8%%3 %47%6822% DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard
A\
811805
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery 01243 527264 01243
Lavant Road Pharmacy 01243 380185 PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
Local Police 101 FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
Singleton & East Dean WI 07770 822067 STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
giﬁﬁiigﬁ 1F>§§sh Clerk 8;%?5 ﬁiﬁ,‘iié PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
Singleton School 01243 811679 YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
Singleton Tearooms 01243 811899 YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
Singleton Village Hall 07711 573276 REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
W&D Museum: Office 01243 811363 PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
W&D Museum: Shop 01243 811020 PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
West Dean College 01243 818300 P)
West Dean Gardens 01243 818318 DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
West Dean PC Clark 07596 884847 BUILDER James 07788 532135
West Dean School 01243 811247 TAXI 01243 778499
West Dean Stores 01243 818222 REGIONAL GARDEN TIDYING Please call 08000
468137

; Ribert savs ™\ MOBILE CAR WASHING SERVICE Stuart, 07568

ys... How many ran the marathon? 377302, stuarteburn@icloud.com

59.0002! Well bless thei Il SEAMSTRESS Sewing and alterations. Casual, bridal,
N’ o q eL ZSS , eltr Sotu e prom, suiting & curtains 07391 184605
R TIRONING SERVICE 01243 531138 or 07773 009241
Are so full of endless potholes. | FETCH DOG WALKING Canine specialist dog Walker,

811686

Register of Local...

Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243

Helen Ferrell, 07765 577290

Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!

01243 532415 - 07788 663712

B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465

Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659

Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541

The Shepherds Barn, Chilgrove: Lucy 07775 934999
www.shepherdsbarnsussex.co.uk

The Blue Bell, Cocking: 01730 239669

Barnfield, Heyshot, Tessa: 07789 888004

The Star & Garter is o gorgeous
country inn, which nestles in the
South Downs National Park, ot the

TEE heart of the Goodwood Estate,

STAR & GARTER

COUNTRY INN WITH ROOMS
EAST DEAN

FOR TABLE BOOKINGS AND ROOM
RESERVATIONS CONTACT:

01243 811318

INFO@THESTARANDGARTER.CO.UK
WWW. THESTARANDGARTER.CO.UK

n v #followthestar




Our team is o
currently busy
caring for wildlife
casualties of all
shapes, sizes and
ages, with the busy
summer season
showing no signs of slowing as we
head into autumn. Among the
animals in our care are dozens of
tiny hoglets and young birds,
many of whom were found alone
after nest disturbances, becoming
separated from their parents or
surviving predator attacks. Each
one needs specialist care and
support to give them the best
possible chance of returning to
the wild.

¥ % ¥

We are incredibly grateful for your
continued kindness and support, which
makes it possible for us to care for every
animal that comes through our doors

This gorgeous, albeit a tad grumpy-
looking, little owl came into us very
recently after he was found alone in the
middle of a road by a kind passerby on
her commute! He appeared to be very
lethargic and was likely the unfortunate
victim of a vehicle collision. His finder
very kindly took time out of her day to
bring him to us before work, just as we
opened. Although we usually see dozens
of tawny owls each year, we don’t often
get little owls (yes, that is their official
title!) in our care, so it is always very
special when we do. As it is still very
early on his care at time of writing, we
are still undergoing different tests and
assessments to see if he has any
underlying issues that need addressing
and will treat him accordingly. He is
being hand-fed and monitored very
closely and, although his recovery is still
uncertain at this early stage, he has a
safe place here to rest and recuperate

For more information and tips, please
visit our website or contact us on the
details below.

brentlodge.org
01243 641672

enquiries@brentlodge.org

The library is making a
return in our homes...

Over the past 35 years, the way
we live in our homes has
changed dramatically. First, I
noticed formal sitting rooms and

dining rooms disappearing, walls

being removed and larger,

)
r.FJ.u.liuu :'l'lﬁ;'l

by b Ll Frod

Chichester city centre gam - 2pm
1st & 3rd Friday of every month

brighter living spaces appearing. &=

Box bedrooms were turned into
offices, ensuites were added, and
more recently, utility rooms,
boot rooms and even pet rooms
have become increasingly
popular.

Lately though, a quieter trend is
making a return — the library. Once
viewed as outdated, it is now
becoming a sought-after refuge in our
homes for reading and relaxing, away
from digital distractions. An
increasing number of prime homes
I'm viewing now have a dedicated
library, and smaller properties often
have clever, informal reading corners
and book shelving displays with a cosy
armchair.

When I visit homes where the owners
have lived for many years, there is
often no space left for a single book.
Tightly fitted shelving lines the walls,
packed with a lifetime of well-read
stories, many forgotten or squeezed in
out of reach as the years passed by.

I often wonder what happens to all
these fascinating books as the owners
move on. There is every chance they
will end up in a charity shop or maybe
passed on to the next generation. Our
parents would have gifted books to
friends, giving them another lease of
life.

Reading serves many purposes, from
gaining experience and knowledge,
firing our imaginations and
entertaining us on long evenings. It
also deepens our understanding of the
world around us and stimulates our
minds.

o A

www.chichester.govok/ farmersmarket

INSIDE STOREY

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds
Soft Furnishings
Poles & Tracks supplied and fitted
Practical advice offered
Personal, prompt service

Sally Rieder

07866 216160
sally@rieder.co.uk

www.inside-storey.co.uk
\‘\-J" ™

Reynolds

Crur family canng o yours

Funeral Service » Memorial Masons

For more information please contact
James or Stephen Reynolds:

43 Spitalfield Lane
Chichester PO19 650
Tel: 01243 773311

27 - 31 High Street
Bognor Regis PO21 1RR
Tel: 01243 864745

www . reynoldsfunerals co.uk

Ultimately, the return of the home library tells us a great deal about how people
want to live today, and perhaps we’re turning away from our increasingly
digitised lives and seeking something quieter and more analogue. Often the
most luxurious room in the house is the one that invites you to stay a while.

“A house without books is like a room without windows.” Horace Mann

Jennie Hancock, 07776-452128, propertyacquisitions.co.uk

LAVANT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

'The National Garden Scheme ' is the subject of Mark Porter's talk on gth
September. It will be interesting to hear of the origin and 'behind the scenes'
organisation which not only gives pleasure to those of us who love visiting other
people's gardens but raises valuable funds for causes. Guests welcome for £3.

Refreshments, raffle and sales table available from 7pm
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The First Time the Siren Sounded

On the morning of
September 3rd 1939, June
Austin (who had recently
turned three) went out to
gather blackberries up in .
Bubholts, on the side of East !
Dean Hill. Just after 11
o’clock she heard a strange
wailing sound echoing
around the valley and
shortly afterwards her
brother came up to find her
and take her back home, to §
the village Post Office that
her family ran. (At the time
it was directly opposite the Star and Garter, hence why those houses
are still called Post Office Row.)

There was no air raid that day, but the changes that siren presaged would make a
huge difference to the lives of everyone in East Dean during the five years of war
that followed it and arguably ever since. Prior to D-Day Canadian soldiers were
encamped nearby and they were very popular guests at dances held in the
original village hall (where the car park is now) and which June witnessed
burning down on November 5th 1948. As a pupil at East Dean School she won a
prize for a watercolour painting of blue tits she made aged 11 and of course
helped her parents with the business, delivering telegrams being one of the jobs
the children were given. And so a family of nine lived in a five roomed house
(with one room being the Post Office) a tin bath they all took turns in and a wash
house shared with their neighbours.

Now recently turned 9o, June Hampton will be coming back to her old school on
the afternoon of Sunday 27th September to talk about these and many other
memories she has of her early life. This is a very rare chance to hear first-hand
from someone who was here 80 years ago and remembers with great clarity the
people of that time and how different were the living conditions they accepted as
normal, compared to what we expect today.

The afternoon will start at 3pm and take the form of a conversation with June,
following which there will be an opportunity for people to ask questions or add
their own memories of the village in those days. Tickets (£5) are available by
emailing eastdeanhall@gmail.com or by calling or texting me on 07503 282528.
All proceeds will go to support the Village Hall. Tim Weeks

THE BOOK
SHED

Singleton Village Hall

Access is through the
side gate
and is the first shed
on the right.

The books are free for
you to keep or return.

If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.

TRADITIONAIL
TIMBER '- |
WINDOWS

Bespoke,

hand .
crafted

windows

made here
in

the Valley

07881 940057

valleytraditionalwindows @gmail.com

Local Event Notices

Running a charity coffee morning, local club
meeting or fundraising event in the Valley?
Let us know! Inclusion in The Valley Diary is
completely free for local community groups
and non-profit organisations. Just drop the
details to editor@valleydiary.org before the

Found an error or typo in this
issue? Let us know so we can get it
sorted for next time!

Support local! Please mention The
Valley Diary when responding to
adverts in these pages.

editor@valleydiary.org

MOBILE POST
OFFICE

THE SELSEY ARMS at

WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at

SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2pm to 3.15pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

monthly deadline.
99

e

&Y GOSS MINI SKIPS LTD

Q ; skiphire@live.co.uk

Local family run waste transfer station, based in Duncton
Mini & Midi skips available, prices on request.

i § DYSON KING

ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS
25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.

Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739

Call us — tel 01730 817750 — mob 07979 820932

www.dysonking.com
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A LIVELY CELTIC MUSIC NIGHT

The Shamrock
Irregulars!

Last Thursday of Every Month at
The Star & Garter from 8pm

Fun-filled tunes and great vibes!

Quick Seasonal Tip: Storing
Fresh Blackberries

Picked a bumper crop off the hedgerows
this week? Don't wash them until you're
ready to eat them - moisture makes them
spoil quickly. Spread them in a single layer
on a paper towel inside a container and
pop them in the fridge, or freeze them on a
tray before bagging them up for autumn
baking!

Goodwood Members
Meeting
10th & 11th April 2027!

The countdown to the 84th Members’
Meeting presented by Audrain Motorsport
has begun. Join the GRRC Fellowship
today to access early bird ticket prices and
experience an unforgettable weekend at
motorsport's season-opening celebration
Tickets are now on sale to GRRC
Fellowship Members at the early bird
price. Join the Fellowship at tinyurl.com/
256cmuma or head for gopodwood.com

When Did You Last Have
an Eye Health Check?

National Eye Health Week
Highlights the Importance of
Regular Checks

Regular eye health checks are
important for detecting changes to
the eyes, which may result in the
prescribing of spectacles to protect
and optlmlse our vision: however, checks are also vital in detecting
signs of serious eye conditions, including glaucoma. Many conditions
can be treated if found early enough, preventing unnecessary further
damage to the eyes and leading to better outcomes for vision
protection and management. And of course, regular eye health checks
can identify other issues such as diabetes or high blood pressure.

National Eye Health Week (NEHW) from 21st - 27th September is the ideal time
to make sure our checks are up to date. 4Sight Vision Support (4SVS) is once
again proud to support NEHW: sight is the sense people fear losing the most, yet
many of us don’t know how to look after our eyes. National Eye Health Week
aims to change all that with an awareness-raising campaign promoting good eye
health for all and highlighting how lifestyle choices like diet, exercise and screen
time affect your vision and can help you make better decisions.

Why not book an appointment today if you haven’t attended for a while, and
encourage friends and family to do the same? And if you think you may have an
issue with your eyes, act now, and don’t risk leaving it too late. Eye health checks
are free for certain people; the NHS website has all the eligibility criteria and
information. For those living with sight loss, it is important to continue to attend
regular checkups as further changes in the eyes can help make the best use of
remaining vision and prevent any unnecessary further sight loss. For further
information on eye health, practical support and advice including shopping,
reading food packaging or preparing meals, or help with accessing a local
optician please contact 4SVS on 01243 828555 or email enquiries@4sight.org.uk

More information about National Eye Health Week can
be found at visionmatters.org.uk

Plant Fairs Roadshow at West
Dean Gardens on Sunday 13th
September

Bring the whole family, explore the show nurseries and look
at the Gatehouse. Greeting cards, gifts, garden accessories
and West Dean grown plants. Finish your day with us at the
new Kitchen, where you can enjoy delicious, home-cooked
food prepared using produce grown in our kitchen garden

whenever possible.

Standard Gardens entry applies: £13.75
adult, children under 16 go free (tickets
available on the day). Free parking. Free
admission to Gift Shop and Gardens
Kitchen. Dogs on leads welcome. tinyurl.
com/wdgpfr

; LBEm* 1A \kldd[ﬂﬂ" h

Specialists in Flinbwork for over 20 yesirs
Stenework-Brickwork-Roohng-Hard Landscaping
Maintaming

the very Dest tradipon in Sussex

www. berry-middleton.couk  Tel: 07771 512012

Email: marki@ berry-middleton.co.uk

L. WEST& SON %@
CARPENTRY & JOINERY SPECIALISTS
We deal with all aspeets of carpentry & jomnery, mcluding

bespoke windows, doors, staircases. cabinets & more. Please gel
in touch to discuss your requirements.
New Barn, Newhouse Lane, East Dean, Nr. Chichester, POI8 ONJ
Tel:

01243 811354 Femail: salesi@lwestandson co.uk

Website: www lwestandson co.uk
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F »| Sussex
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vy Police & Crime
“¥»./ Commissioner

The Government’s
decision last month to
exclude those convicted of
rape, serious child sex
offences and grooming
from the prisoner early-
release scheme is welcome
news, but this climbdown
should never have been
necessary.

We have heard directly from
victims across Sussex who were
distressed and anxious after
learning how the scheme could
impact offenders in their cases.
The policy raised immediate
fears that offenders would be
released sooner than expected,
leaving victims to question why
they had put themselves
through the anguish of a court
case in the first place.

Victims deserve to be heard
when decisions about
sentencing and release are
being considered. Whilst we
welcome the Government’s
renewed commitment to
strengthen victim support,
improve communication, and
give victims a greater say in
licence conditions, these
measures must be backed by
effective delivery.

We also recognise the pressures
facing our prison estate, but
public protection and victims’
confidence in the justice system
must remain at the heart of any
reform. In Sussex, we remain
committed to ensuring victims
can access the support they
need and that their voices
continue to be heard. You can
read more about this at tinyurl.
com/22kun7sk

Spectacular West Sussex
National Garden Scheme
Gardens featuring water =%

Water is the life blood that
supports all life on earth and is
vital to any garden. The National
Garden Scheme is partnered with
WWT to promote a wider :
understanding of the importance *
of wetlands and water in nature
and in our gardens — we share
information on how to create mini-wetlands in our gardens and how to
conserve water in the increasingly hot summers. With over 1,700 National
Garden Scheme gardens mentioning water in their descriptions the
importance of this life-giving element is clear.

From natural swimming ponds and stately rills to barrel ponds and water gardens in
Belfast sinks, the variety of water in our gardens is inspiring. While water features
provide fabulous depths to garden design, it also supports a wide variety of water loving
plants and attracts wildlife too.

According to research there’s a greater acreage of gardens than nature reserves in
England, that’s why in a changing climate our gardens are so important. There are 23
million gardens in the UK, and each one, whatever their size, can play a part in reversing
biodiversity loss. The parts of your garden which feature water support more life per area
than any other habitat. Whether you have a balcony, a window box, an urban patch or an
acre or more, start thinking of it as an eco-system in its own right and a steppingstone in
connecting habitats to create wildlife corridors.

Many National Garden Scheme gardens showcase water in its myriad forms. Check our
website at ngs.org.uk for some of our most spectacular gardens but there are many more
featuring smaller water features and ponds which would be at home in even the tiniest
garden. Always check current opening information on the website before visiting a
garden.

The National Garden Scheme doesn’t just open beautiful gardens for charity - they are
passionate about the physical and mental health benefits of gardens too. They also
support charities doing amazing work in gardens and health and grant bursaries to help
community gardening projects.

To learn more about the National
Garden Scheme, discover your
perfect garden or find out how to
open your own garden visit ngs.
org.uk - and for gardens opening in
Sussex, pick up a copy of The
National Garden Scheme Sussex
Booklet, available free from many
local stores, garden centres and
libraries - and as an online Flip
Book at galleries.co.uk/NGS/
sussex26

Kingley Vale Lime and Flint
Suppliers of lime, flint and
specialist buildin‘g materials
www.kingleyvalelimeandflint.co.uk

infﬂ@.Iting!ewalelimeandﬂiht.cd.uk
01243 767828/07557 515314

-
BrusHwoob

TREE SERVICES

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice

Ci
Gu Iﬁg
NPTC

brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422

Dismantling & Felling

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd

Over 35 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured

Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company

Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding

andrew@asm-carpentry.com

Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368
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Chichester Cinema Launches 'A
Greener Screen' Season

Chichester Cinema is hosting its most ambitious
environmental season to date, A Greener Screen,

running until 15th October.

The festival pairs international cinema with local
environmental action, bringing together documentarians,
filmmakers, and a wide array of local Sussex and Solent
community groups. The programme explores global
issues—including climate change, wildlife conservation,
sustainable farming, and marine restoration—while
highlighting practical, community-led solutions taking

place right on our doorstep.

In addition to feature films and documentaries, the season

includes:

Local Group Collaborations: Connecting audiences directly with regional
conservation, wildlife, and farming initiatives

Talks & Discussions: Featuring special sessions such as 'The Farmer Drama' on
film, exploring agriculture and our relationship with the land

Family & Youth Events: Educational screenings and hands-on creative workshops
designed to engage younger audiences in climate and nature topics.

For full programme schedules, venue details, and ticket
bookings, visit chichestercinema.org

The Sussex Snowdrop Trust invites you to the...

Saywell International Supercar Day
Goodwood Motor Circuit
Saturday 10th October
9am - 5pm
Free Entry!

Experience the thrill of the Supercars on this iconic track and see this

extraordinary collection up-close, on the grid, at 12.30pm. Live Music,
Raffle and Activities!

DEFIBRILLATORS

You will find these defibrillators
locally at
Singleton

Village Hall
(Po18 0HA),
the Phone Box
at Charlton
(Foxhall Lane,
PO18 0HX),
behind East
Dean Village
Hall (PO18
0JG), on the
front of West
Dean Stores and at Chilgrove on the
flint wall of Four Walls Wine, opposite
the White Horse Pub (PO18 9HX) or

W3W: suspended.lace.marzipan.

Once activated, the device will talk you
through how to use it. A defibrillator
gives a high energy shock to the heart
of anyone who’s in cardiac arrest.

100 CLUB

1st... Robert Mayne, Charlton
2nd... Mrs Court, West Dean
3rd... Mick McGoven, Charlton

Congratulations to our August
winners sharing prize money of £110.
Our summer weather seems to be
relentless this year, but I am sure we
will all pay the price for it! Sadly the
gardens are in great need of water - it
would seem that we will probably
have an early autumn this year.

As you are all aware, the new year for
the 100 Club starts in September and
I wish you all good luck with your,
hopefully, lucky numbers. Thank you
so much for your ongoing support

Wendy, 01243 811608
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ROGER GUNN

Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist

Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery
offered

See wehsite www,
rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

SIMON PATERSON
G%fﬂi?ffﬁ r_‘_i)ﬁ?@i/ﬁ?ﬁé‘?&ﬁ

Wit Dean College

ERpeTIenCE Distipsction

For confident restoration of
antigque furmiture, clocks
boulle and marquerty

Phone Simon on:

01243 811900

SONCAT T RN OV

East Dean
VILLAGE HALL

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk

Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties
and wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80
standing/60 seated. Fully equipped professional
kitchen, outside grass area with stunning views, car
park for up to15 cars. Disabled access.
A




The Henry Smith Charity

HENRY SMITH i
FOUNDATIZN _ or

Singleton and Charlton

Eyl-l

NEED HELP?

The Heney Smirth Foundation, founded in 1628, is one of the oldest pansh grant
schames in tha country. Most of thesa parishes am In Susso and Surrey.

The Charity seeks to help locel people lving in difficult circumstances with
amali gifis that are awarded by local trustees. Help may ba given, for axampla,
with the cost of foad, fuel, white goods and fumishings. Some grants are given
for hospital visils and doctors' appotniments. A well ag gving granis 1o
indivicluals, grants may be given to small local charities or commLunity groups
providing support o peopls in need within the area,

Ay (rdivid ual gk SORLEC] the s

Paper coples of heapplEcation Tor b Faund in St Men's Churdh Snglaton.

EXTRA COVER
CRICKET COACHING

Let's make financial
advice 2o/ <14/

Adam Smith

We recognise. thot talking obout money and finances
con be tricky. IU's a parsonal topic. 52 1t's reassuring to
krnow there's somaone on hand who can halp you
address your needs, understand your goals - and
realise your dreams.

Qur friendly and approcchable service 15 backed by the
strength and securlty of @ FTSE 100 company, St James's
Place Wealth Monagement, What's mora, belng local
MRS Wa're Ners 1o hF!If) whisnayver 'y'l,'!ll:. reEd us

Teaching children the fundamental life skills whilst having
fun and bullding friendships that can last a ifetime

We can help with all aspects
of investment management,
retirement planning,
inheritance tax planning
strategies, and later life care
costings.

Francis Ward £ca Levesl 2 coach, EGACA

FvES
One to One coaching
Group sessions upto 11 players or full squad

Cartinily coettuiig U12715 b hard ol sl Sietinte: Ldded St

[ — . Get in touch for a chat.

Pl ECA D655 e Babugpaanih g b Adam Smith : 2
Wiy of e ECE -Coazien Assocktion Gip il DTE0E To4376

ERe Principal odom.smith@sjpp.oco.uk .
Call Email www adomsmithrm.couk hﬁtﬁ
07941039378 gcc.coaching@btinternat.com Plas
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Dear reader, in 1961, Jimmy Dean
had a huge hit on both sides of the
Atlantic with Big Bad John. Here
is my version following me
growing that huge tomato!

Big Fat Tom

A Poem by Francis

Every morning at the greenhouse,
All the neighbours arrived.
Staring at my huge tomato,
Which was 8 inches wide.

It was broad, it was plump,

Once green, now turned red.

And everyone stood there,
Wanted to be fed, on Big Tom.

Chorus:- Big Tom, Big Tom
Big Bad Tom.

West Dean Gardens

Some thought he came,
From New Orleans.
Where tomato growers,

Summer Evening
Dining

Are very keen. X . .
I shouted “Hang on! It's not too late - still running until
I've really gotta stop ya. 12th September. Thursday to
He’s from the West End, Saturday Evenings (5-9pm)

His Dad was ‘Fat Tom of the Opera.” Experience exclusive summer dining at

West Dean Gardens Kitchen. Enjoy
outstanding food and stunning South
Downs views. Slow down, savour the

season and enjoy exceptional food
surrounded by nature. Thoughtfully
curated menus showcase fresh produce
grown and nurtured directly on the West
Dean Estate.

It shares that sturdy plant,
With other toms too,

And when it’s watering time,
There’s always a todo.
Especially when feed,

Is mixed with the water.

But the others didn’t oughta,

Mess with Big Tom

Special celebration? A relaxed evening
Chorus with friends? Or simply a unique
Then sadly one day, opportunity to enjoy outstandin.g food in
When I opened the door. truly remarkable surroundings.
Those hefty tomatoes, Two courses for £23 or three for £28 -
Had crashed through the floor. booking is required. Email theGardens
And very soon after, Kitchen Team.

The greenhouse followed on.
Disappearing under ground,
It had gone. to join...Big Tom

Specialists in family law.

Helping you find the best
way forward.

That beloved greenhouse,

I never did replace.

Which did stop the neighbours,

In their daily chase.

I put a notice there,

It stands completely alone.

It says, “If you want huge tomatoes,
Then grow your flippin’ own,... Big
Tom!”

Keep the Valley
Blooming

As autumn approaches, remember to
leave seed heads on sunflowers and
perennials a little longer—they provide
a vital natural food source for local
garden birds over the coming weeks!
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...continued from page 10

ecosystems around British coastal
waters and estuaries, dumping high-
salinity toxic brine damages local
fisheries and marine life.

What the UK Is Doing Instead:
Rather than relying on desalination,
the UK’s water strategy focuses on
solutions that yield far more water
per pound spent.

Fixing Leaks The UK loses roughly 3
billion litres of treated water every
single day through aging, leaky
underground pipe networks.
Plugging existing leaks is far cheaper
and greener than building energy-
hungry industrial sea-water plants.

Water Recycling (Effluent transfer)
Taking cleaned, treated wastewater
from sewage treatment plants,
putting it back into rivers and taking
it out further downstream to filter
again. This uses a fraction of the
energy of desalination because the
salt content is already low.

Regional Water Transfers & New
Reservoirs The UK actually has
plenty of rain - it’s just in the wrong
places (the North and West get the
rain; the South and East have the
population). Building new reservoirs
(like the massive planned Abingdon
reservoir in Oxfordshire) and cross-
country transfer pipes to move water
from wet regions to dry regions is
vastly cheaper over a 50-to-100-year
lifecycle than running desalination
facilities.




West Dean
Gardens Tour &
Cream Tea

Enjoy an exclusive tour of the
famous West Dean Gardens
with two senior and
knowledgeable members of the
Garden Team, followed by a
delicious cream tea in the
prestigious Oak Hall

We Demand Fair
School Funding

At the first full council meeting
of our term, a motion was
made by my colleague Cllr
Sutton on the issue of school
funding.

West Sussex is one of the most
expensive places to live in the country,
but it’s one of the worst funded for
schools. We receive the seventh lowest
funding for primary, and the fifth lowest
for secondary schools. The national
funding formula has seen below

Various dates available, 1-
3.45pm, Price is £32 each.

tinyurl.com/2xhbgk83

inflation increases in West Sussex
school funding for years, it has resulted
in schools being unable to fund basic
repairs, having to cancel extracurricular
activities and having to spend an
unsustainably high amount of their
funding on staffing due to the high cost
of living in our area. Our neighbours in
Surrey receive an uplift due to their high
cost of living due to it being in the
London Commuter Belt, but we do not.

Greenman
Carpentry Co.

Listed Building Specialist

I spoke in the council how this is
particularly felt in the small rural
schools in my division that major focal
points of village life as local institutions
that bring us together. I noted how the
loss of a school can be devastating to a

077359 137 204
stephen@greanmancarpentry.co.uk
WWW.gregnmancarpentry.co.uk

community, but the low pupil numbers
and the high maintenance costs mean

they are feeling the squeeze even worse . . Y 4 ::lt Sin g IEton Vil Iﬂge H a" |

than urban schools. The motion ;
requests that the council lobby the Great for all sorts of events

BV P il ke ol I Bk i D S VP B L Rk BT A A

secretary of state for education for a ay - Hﬂiﬁlﬂg 50 seated or 70 Stﬁﬂdil"lg
level of funding that better represents | / ; ;

our local area. The motion was passed il % ' BﬂdgE ClUbE. Yﬂga E'I"td FI':I:IE‘EE
ungnimously, becaus.e we all agree that il g = SGEIE[ E'UEﬂtE, Ch“d rens FE rties Etl:.
children deserve a fair future. g . Free Parking, WiFi, Chairs & Tables
ClIr Jack Lovejoy, Member of West e Ly S Skittle Alley and

Sussex County Council for Chichester == ) ="
North (covering Boxgrove, Eartham, i = 1. Fl.l"? EQU]PPEd Kitchen

East Broyle, East Dean, Graylingwell,
Lavant, Priory Park, Singleton and Singleton Village Hall could be =

SingletanVillageHall.com
Charlton, Summersdale, Upwaltham, - : : your Perfect Venue!
West Dean and Westhampnett) || bookings@SingletonVillageHall.com

—_—

TIM JASPER
KITCHEMS. HEME OFFICES,
BOOKCASES AND MCRE

Hard crafed in
Goodwood smce (981

www.timjesper.co.uk 01243 774411
infoltimjaspenco.uk | The Valdos,
Goochwood, Chichester FO18 0F
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Come and join us for a
SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL FUND RAISING EVENING

‘THE BABY BOOMERS LAST STAND’
The ultimate trip down memory langa

THURSDAY 24" SEPTEMBER

Start @ 6.30 for 7pm Film show.
Embrancs fee £5 por perasn - cash on the door please.
Pasiers & Jigaaw pureies of 1950s: 12019708 19508
availahbe & C5 sacdi cash, ALL PROCEEDS 10 WLLAGT 1TALL UND

SHINDIG

s m—

. | |
*--._;155:»4575;;/}

TRADITIONAL JOINERY

« WINDOW AND DOORS
« STUDIES AND BOOKCASES
« WARDROBES AND CABINETS
« MOULDINGS
« SPRAY FINISHING
« CNC
« DESIGN

Call 0730 744 1895

www.stjamestraditionaljoinery.co.uk

THE OLD WORKSHOP, CROWS HALL FARM, CHILGROVE, PO18 9HP
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ABOUT YOU

I will turn your unique life story into a
beautiful book to share and enjoy with
your family and friends.

* Professional biographer

* Friendly, personal service
* Short and long book options

“Wanderful to have a book about
M that we can pass on to the

__gﬂ:udcbffdrfm The best ﬂfr cvery”

Contact Katarina 07982 465351
katarinag@lifestoryinabook.com
www.lifestoryinabook.com

LIFE STORY A

BEI vl L3

MERRITT’S ¢ MIDHURST

FUMNERAL SERVICE LTD,

The onldy fanwity ctoned and vio funeral serivice in

Miclinirst and the surrounding area

- Privabe Family Room -
- Service Chapel -
- Bespoke Funeral Services -
- Traditional and Natural Burials -
- Direct Cremations -
- Pre-Faid Funeral Plans -

- Memorial Masonry -

01730 816245
Rumbolds Hill, Midhurst, GU28 9D
enquiriesirmerrittsofmidhursb.eco.uk
www.merrittsofmidhurst.couk

Prantiy Sevving-Clue Comnenaty

MacDonald Oates Lip soLiciTORS

Residential Property
Family Law
Mediation Services

Wills, Probate & Trusts
Litigation & Dispute
Resolution

Employment Law
Company £t Commertial
Commercial Property

Leading Client Service

Petersfield Office
Tel: 01730 268211 | Fax: 01730 261232

Midhurst Office
Tel; 01730 816711 | Fax: 01730 BI6016

www.macdonaldoates.co.uk

L. WestaSon

Plumbing & Heating

BATHROCOMS,
KITCHENS,
CENTRAL HEATING,
BOILER REPLACEMENT {GAS/OIL),

1)

UNDERFLOOR HEATING,
Fregistared LEADWORE, P
Technician BOILER SERVICES., -

MAINTENANCE

New Barn, Newhouse Lane, East Dean,
Chichester, W. Sussex PO18 ONJ

Tel: 01243 811354 or

Email: sales@lwestandson.co.uk
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todanstee.com

CHICHESTER

“Anstee

chichast r:er@m-;]ur1:;'l;;ee.c,:|,|n1

Your next move, made simple.

S . 01730 774700
Contact us to book your free, no-obligation valuation

mildhurstiiodanstes.com

Residential Sales & Lettings | Country Homes | Land & New Homes | Rural Estates | Commercial

As we come to the end of August, we are still

waiting for some decent rain, with nothing
significant falling since early June. Thereis very |
little left for the cattle to graze outside now, so the ||
herd at Droke has moved onto winter rations.

Many of the cattle are also indoors, as calving is

now well under way.

Thankfully, calving has been going well. Most cows are
managing without any help, and the calves are making a
good, lively start.

Dan's the Man!

Out in the fields, we have been sowing seed mixes for the
new forage leys and hoping that some much-needed rain
will soon give them a good start. Dan, pictured, has been
busy rolling the seeds in.

This was a special moment for 16-year-old Dan, as it was
his first field operation since passing his tractor test with
flying colours last week. Dan is the great-grandson of Fran
Calloway, who lived and worked on our farm for more than
50 years, so it feels fair to say that farming runs in his
family.

Looking ahead, September is likely to be a busy month on
both farms. We will be spreading farmyard manure and
ploughing some of the fields ready for the winter cereal
crops - provided, of course, that we get enough rain to
soften the ground first. Farmer John

~
-t
-
=
&3

-

Arts, Design
and Conservation
Courses

B Nvia 1sIm

westdean.ac.uk




